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Church Members  Friends & Family  Shut -ins  

Alexander Ahendwah 

Jean Cowden 

Bill Freeman 

Susie Hardin 

Pearl Harrelson 

Wanda Henry 

Tosca Oxford 

Carolyn Price 

Paulette Rouse 

Mary Ann Ward  

 

 

 

 

 

Martha & Bill Banks  

Alice Brady  

Susan Castillo  

The Cox Family  

Chelle Paige Harris  

Jeffery Henry  

Sylvia Hodges  

Suzette Reeves 

Barry, Elana, Melanie and  

Nicole Rowell  

Todd Sinclair  

Kerri Strobelt  

Sam Tello  

Betty von Demfange  

Jackie Ward & family  

Jane Willingham  

Clay Zupp, Sr.  

 

Wanda Adams 

Jerry & Juanita Aldredge 

Zoe Dixon 

Skeeter Faulkner 

Evelyn Glover 

Lavene Grant 

Dot Hale 

Pearl Harrelson 

Harry & Laura Leigh Hicks  

Mickey King  

Bobbie & Jake Longino 

Verna Mills  

Jewell Moore 

Caroline Rowley  

CHURCH  
CONFERENCE:  
October 11, 4pm  
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A WORD FROM REV.  SMITH  

 

Joshua said to the people, "Choose this day 
whom you will serve." (The Revised Common 
Lectionary includes Joshua 24.1-3a, 14-25. The 
longer story is verses 1-28.) Iôve been thinking 
about all the choices we make every day without 
even thinking about them, and the way those 
choices ï or our passive inaction - determine 
whatôs important to us.   
 
Tony Campolo, a well-known author and speaker 
once said: ñFrankly, the argument against  
believing in God or against placing oneôs trust in 
Jesus is every bit as persuasive as the argument 
for it. So I chose to choose to believe and trust. 
And that choice has made all the difference.ò  
 
"I chose to choose." There's something powerful, 
something active and engaged and lively, about 
that kind of choosing. Nothing to let us off the 
hook.   
 
No passivity. No 'going with the flow.' No rote 
declarations. No ómy life is just so busy.ô Instead, 
a deliberate, thoughtful decision that involves 
both heart and mind and changes the way we do 
things. In the context of faith and our life  
together as a community of faith, it means  
choosing to rearrange our priorities and requires 
a determination to honor choice to follow Christ.  
 

Choosing to Choose ð 
ñChoosing to chooseò may seem awkward and  
redundant, but this is not splitting hairs or  
playing word games,ò writes Howard E. Friend, 
Jr. "Choosing to choose is different from merely 
choosing. It evokes a sturdy intention, flexes 
against doubt and resistance, hones resilience, 
and sends down hearty roots. It has stamina and 
longevity, poised for a long-distance run. It is  
resolute and determined. Merely choosing can be 
unreflective and impulsive, while choosing to 
choose is reasoned and measured." 
 
A two-word imperativeðñchoose lifeòðconcludes 
Mosesô final speech on the banks of the Jordan 
(Deut. 30:19). After a long season of divine  
patience, Elijah announces that a time of  
choosing is at hand: ñHow long will you go  
limping with two different opinions?ò Elijah asks. 
ñIf the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then 
follow himò (1 Kings 18:21). ñYou cannot serve 
God and money,ò Jesus proclaims succinctly; a 
choice must be made. Be hot or cold, but not 
lukewarm; hear the knock and open the door 
(Rev. 3:15ï16, 20). It is a matter of choice.  
 
Choose to choose.  
 

Choose God over all else.   
 

Peace and joy, 
          Vicki  

Reminders for Sunday, October 4  

This Sunday at 4:30 pm a Blessing of the Animals will take place in The Learning 
Academy parking lot. With gratitude, we bless the animals as a way of reminding  
ourselves of the beauty of God's creation and our role in ensuring its care and proper use. 
Bring your appropriately restrained pets ï dogs, cats, hamsters, fish, birds, etc.  
ï and join us as we give thanks for the gift of our creaturely companions.  

This Sunday is also World Communion Sunday  and the occasion for a special offering in support 
of scholarships for national and international  graduate students whom God has 
gifted to learn and to serve ï students like Mary Grace Galapon.  As a small child 
Mary Grace labored as a housemaid in exchange for food and clothing. Yet,  
allowed to attend church, she found hope. As a member of The United Methodist 
Church, your giving on World Communion Sunday has allowed this deaconess, of 
the Mindanao Philippines Annual Conference, to pursue an education that is now 
changing her community as she works to eliminate poverty. Mary Graceôs work, 
and the impact of hundreds more like her, are possible because you give. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  CHAIR  UPDATE 

 Dear Friends, 
 

One of the purposes of this letter is to call attention to the churchôs various constituencies. Past  
letters, for example, have been devoted to such diverse groups as the choir, members who are  
shut-inôs, key committees within the church, and our Sunday School program. Some people are part 
of many constituencies at the church. Others find their niche and then settle in, often devoting many 
years to a specific area of service. There is one group, however, of which we have all been a member at 
one time or another. That group is our visitors. At one time or another we have all been visitors at  
College Park First United Methodist Church.  
 

Almost every Sunday our visitors number in double digits. On Homecoming/Woodward Academy 
Sunday we had almost 100 visitors, though many of them werenôt visitors in the strictest sense of the 
word. Instead, they had come back to CPFUMC to celebrate Homecoming at what once had been their 
church home. Except for a wedding or a funeral they probably wonôt return until the next  
Homecoming. But what of those who were truly visiting to see what the church is all about? What can 
we do next to make them feel like this is a warm and welcoming place? Charlotte Ivey, a great  
ambassador for our church, offers these suggestions: 
 

ñThank you for being here.ò Itôs just that basic. People will return 
if they are appreciated. 

 ñLet me help you with that.ò If you see someone struggling with 
umbrellas, young children, diaper bags, purses, and other items, a 
gesture to hold something for them is a huge positive. Of course, 
this comment is appropriate for member to member as well.  

 ñPlease take my seat.ò Appropriate if the church is crowded and a 
group wants to sit together. 

 ñHere is my email address. Please let me know if I can help in any way.ò Of course, this 
comment must be used with discretion, but it can be a hugely positive message to a guest. You 
could add a statement to the effect that you would be glad to try to answer any questions about 
the church and its programs. 

 ñCan I help with directions?ò Even in smaller churches guests will not know where to find the 
nursery, restrooms and small group meeting areas. 

ñLet me introduce you to ______________ò The return rate of guests is always higher if 
they meet other people. A church member may have the opportunity to introduce the guest to 
the pastor, other church leaders and members of the church.   

ñWould you join us for lunch?ò The situation must obviously be appropriate before you offer 
the invitation. This approach can have the highest guest return rate of any one factor.   

 

You might be wondering how we follow up with visitors. Many times visitors do not complete the  
record of attendance found in the pews, and if they do, they only give us their name and identify 
themselves as a visitor. If, however, they include a mailing address or an email address, then we  
follow up that week. Additional follow -up may come from Reverend Vicki or from various members 
who feel called to do so. 
 

Only a small percentage of visitors eventually join the church, though itôs always nice when they do.  
That said, we are all instruments of the Holy Spirit, and it is that spirit that accompanies people on 
their walk with God. If a stop on that walk includes CPFUMC, then we are richer for the experience.  
Thank you, Charlotte, for your tips on how we can turn that brief experience on Sunday morning into 
something that creates not only a lasting, but also an eternal impression.  
 

Garland Watkins  
Church Council Chair 
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October Counters    

10/4  Bess Lyle, West Gary 
 
10/11 Sallie Nardone and Janet DeOrio 
 
10/18  Julie Askew, Kathleen Gulley 
 
10/25 Bess Lyle, Janet DeOrio 

 October Ushers  
 

Gatekeeper:  Garland Watkins  
 

10/4    West Gary, Garland Watkins 

10/11   Meredith and Anna Kathryn Hodges  

10/18   Charlotte Ivey, Regi Peaster,  
        Garland Watkins  

 

10/25  Sallie Nardone, Garland Watkins 

  

Adult Sunday  
School Opportunities  

 

10amð11am 
 

 

Garland Watkins Classð 

 

Meets in the Parlor and is a discussion class   
 
Hambrick Brewster Class ð 

 

Meets in the Chapel and is led by Alene Lang, 
Jimi Hill, Garland Watkins  
 
Young Seekers Classð 

 

Meets in the gym and is led by Chuck Couch 
and Stuart Gulley  

 

SERVANT LEADERS NOTES 

Friends, 

 

A Yoga class with Yvonne Oliver will begin meeting 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:30am at College Park First 

UMC in the gym, directly above The Learning Academy 

of College Park preschool.  

 

Each session is $10. If you can join us, please email me 

at kcgulley@gmail.com and feel free to invite friends 

who might be interested.  

 

Hope to see you in the gym ð  

 

Kathleen 

Our deepest sympathy to:  
 

Wanda Henry on the death of her 

son, Reginald Rawlinson on  

September 9th.  

 
 

The family of Rick Harrelson, son of Pearl and 

the late John Harrelson and brother of Donna 

Harrelson. Rick passed away at his home in  

Alexandria, Virginia on September 16.  

THANK  YOU  for the prayers and support 
I have received from the church during 
my son, Reginald Rawlinsonôs illness 
and subsequent death.  
 

Sincerely, Wanda Henry 
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Sunday School   

 

The two classes for school age 
children (PK -12) are meeting 
again.   
 

Larry Smith teaches the 6th-12th graders in the       
Centennial Room.  
 
Kathleen Gulley teaches The Children's Class, grades  
PK - 5th, downstairs in a room off the main hall (for 
the month of October).     

 

LEARNING ACADEMY UPDATE 

As we prepare for the month of October we 
would like to thank you for supporting the 
Academy in so many ways. Thank you to all 
who volunteered or stopped our booth at the 
College Park Arts Festival. It was a rainy  
festival however, creativity was still flowing!    
 
Please remember that we welcome  
volunteers daily. If you or know of someone 
interested in volunteering at the preschool 
please speak with a member of our  
leadership staff.  
 
Lastly, we would love to invite you to our  
Annual All Saints Day parade on  
October 30th.  
 
As always, thank you for your prayers and 
support for The Learning Academy of  
College Park.   
 
 

Ricci  Lewis -Johnson  

The Learning Academy Director  

 

 

CHILDREN  & YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

United Methodist  

 

Youth Ministry  
 
The group meets each Sunday 
from 5-7pm in the gym. The  
calendar is as follows (all dates 
are Sundays unless otherwise 
noted):  

October  November  December  

4ï Meet in 
      Gym 

1ï Meet in  
      Gym 

6ï Christmas 
Party 

11ï  NO  
meeting 

8ï Meet in  
       Gym 

11ï Build  
Parade Float 

18ï  
Meet in 
  Gym 

13 and 15-  
 

      TBA  

12ï College Park  
Christmas  
Parade 

25ï Service 
          Project 

22 and 29-  
NO meeting 

13ï Supper / 
Study Hall  

  16ï Live  
         Nativity  

  20ï Caroling 

  27ï NO  
          meeting 

College Park First  
UMC and The Learning 

Academy booth for:  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Sunday+School+Clip+Art+Google&view=detailv2&&id=F2F32208DE6D79C267B2E33B045FD8BE7DC12AB5&selectedIndex=21&ccid=Y4khr40n&simid=608041376941542183&thid=JN.kCaXlvH6E548Ke0zhD2pCg
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Catching up  

HOMECOMING  2015 

The Service  

The Luncheon  

CPFUMC History  
Displayed and Enjoyed  


